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CORRECTION:
In an article about a performance-based funding forum published on Thursday, March 27, the Kaimin mistakenly 
quoted President Royce Engstrom, who did not attend the forum. The man quoted was an audience member.
The Montana Kaimin, in 
its 116th year, is published 
by the students of the 
University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism 
assumes no control over 
policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is 
printed on campus by 
Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed 
and written by Kaimin editors. 
Editor-in-Chief
Amy R. Sisk           
Business Manager
Nick McKinney
News Editors
Zeno Wicks
Austin Green
Jackson Bolstad
Arts+Culture Editor
Eben Wragge-Keller 
Sports Editor
Austin Schempp
Copy Chief
Allison Bye
Multimedia Editors
Meghan Nolt
Hunter D’Antuono
Design Editor
Jess Neary
Online Editors
Ashley Nerbovig
Ric Sanchez
General Assignment 
Reporter
Brea Gaudioso 
News Reporters
Alexander Deedy
Kaci Felstet
Katheryn Houghton
Jordan Purinton
Peregrine Frissell
Megan Marolf
Courtney Anderson
Arts+Culture Reporters 
Bjorn Bergeson
Megan Petersen
Taylor Wyllie
Sports Reporters
Andy Bixler
Sam Waldorf
Jesse Flickinger
Seaborn Larson
Photographers/
Videographers
Tommy Martino
Justin Reichert
Austin J. Smith
Stacy Thacker
Kelsey Wardwell
Grace Ryan
Rachel Leathe
Designers
Allison Bye
Alyssa Rochelle
Kayla Robertson
Ashley Nerbovig
James Alan Rolph
Columnists
Conrad R. Scheid
Michael Woods
Lee Gordon
Kasey Rahn
Copy Editors
Kathleen Hodges
Ryan Mintz
Hunter Pauli
Ric Sanchez
Stephen Youmans
Cartoonist
James Alan Rolph
montanakaimin Newsroom Phone 406-243-4310       Business Phone 406-243-6541
KUR MUDGEN COLUMN
By Conrad Scheid
Usually you, but occasionally me
THE MISSOULANTHROPE
BIG BACKH A N D SUPS 
A person you’re good friends with — a co-worker, classmate, 
significant other, whatever — asks what you’re up to. As it turns 
out, like the rest of us, you’re pretty busy. Maybe it’s a big crunch 
at work, a host of midterms looming like an iceberg in front of 
your academic Titanic, or in my case, a desperate Craigslist-aided 
search for a new roommate. (Seriously, if you need a place to live, 
email me. Please. It’s at the bottom of the page.)
So you tell them about it. Or start to, anyway. Suddenly, the 
subject shifts to the person who you were under the impression 
genuinely wanted to know how you were doing. Or vice-versa. 
We’ve probably all been the guilty party in this hypothetical as 
often as we are the victim.
Before I get any further, let me clarify that this is not a mil-
lennials-are-narcissists rant being delivered by a millennial, who 
— evidenced by the fact that I think enough of myself to write a 
personal opinion column — is probably more of a narcissist than 
the average millennial. Yes, we are a somewhat self-absorbed lot. 
No, I don’t think that’s at all out of the ordinary. Every generation 
has had its share of navel-gazing tendencies since humans have 
had navels.
But narcissism is still at play, or rather a calculated effort to 
avoid it. The tactic of asking questions of others just to open the 
door to talking about ourselves seems to me to be a method of 
avoiding the appearance of self-absorption. For whatever reason, 
generational or otherwise, we’re hyper-conscious of anything that 
could be interpreted as selfish. So we end up disguising our need 
to vent some steam as concerned inquest into the lives of those 
around us.
But this camouflage breaks down when the conversation is 
instantly steered toward ourselves.  Even worse, it all too often 
turns into a contest of Who-Has-The-Busiest-Schedule. Just today, 
my worries about finding a roommate were overshadowed by my 
friend bemoaning his inability to pass French class (that’s what 
you get for studying a language where fourth-fifths of the letters 
are silent, dummy. You should’ve stuck with Arabic). In an effort 
to gain back the sympathetic high ground, I found myself taking 
a mental inventory just to find another subject to worry about.
So here’s my crazy idea. If the fact that you’re going to have a 
shitty spring break or your Beta fish just died or work sucks is 
stressing you out, bring it up. No, not to the barista at the Break 
or the dude who makes your tacos. They don’t know you and it 
makes it seem like you’re all alone. But if someone’s your friend, 
chances are they actually care about you and don’t mind if you 
deliberately talk about yourself once in a while. Hopefully we can 
all feel the same way in return. 
conrad.scheid@umontana.edu
@c_rscheid
James Alan Rolph/Montana Kaimin
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EDITORIAL CARTOON
Big ups to Turkey for ban-
ning YouTube. We have cov-
ered new ground in getting 
kids to stop looking at silly 
videos when they should be 
participating in a murderous 
political revolution.  
Backhands to Bill Murray 
for his PBR golf shorts. Sup-
porting over-priced piss-wa-
ter is unforgivable, even if it is 
coming from the man himself. 
Hamm’s or bust. 
Big ups to President Barack 
Obama for making plans to 
dismantle the NSA’s phone 
records database. He’s such a 
good guy, we’re sure he will 
follow through. Just like he did 
with Guantanamo. 
Backhands to the G8 Sum-
mit for banning Russia. This 
was a perfect opportunity 
to passive-aggressively haze 
those commies. What’s that, 
Russia? You wanted a drink 
from the water cooler? Oh, sor-
ry, Italy took the last cup. Have 
fun sipping from the spout. 
Big ups to porn for causing 
erectile dysfunction in young 
men, according to a recent ar-
ticle in Global News. Once 
you move past the horrible in-
security caused by staring at 
foot-longs all day, combined 
with furious, eye-watering 
masturbation, there’s really not 
a whole lot left to enjoy about 
sex. 
Backhands to Facebook for 
ruining Oculus Rift for the rest 
of us. Can’t you leave just one 
good thing in the world with-
out getting your bland Face-
book overlord stink on it? (Side 
note, where are our Google 
Glasses?)
Brought to you by OPS director candidate Steven Bracken
A UM sophomore made first 
cut for the U.S. Olympic bas-
ketball team on March 29, 1984. 
6-foot-9 Larry Krystkowiak was 
Big Sky’s leading scorer and re-
bounder in the 1983-84 season. 
He would later coach the Griz 
from 2004-06. 
A UM art exhibition opened 
in China as part of an exchange 
between UM and the Zhejiang 
Academy of Fine Arts in Hang-
zhou.
UM student Dave Knapstad 
practiced hypnosis on the side 
during his time at the Univer-
sity and helped many to “recall 
their past lives.”
Three hundred people were 
evacuated from the Mansfield 
Library after sewer gas fumes 
entered the employee lounge 
through a sink.
UM’s campus security of-
fered parking fine discounts on 
April Fools’ Day.
breanna.gaudioso@umontana.edu
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The University’s ROTC rifle 
team won second place in the 
nation’s Ninth Service Com-
mand at the William Randolph 
Hearst national trophy matches.
Eleanor Roosevelt spoke in 
Helena on April 23, 1954. The 
League of Women Voters in co-
operation with the American 
Association for United Nations 
sponsored her appearance.
Kaimin
Files
1944
The Kaimin Files dig up sto-
ries that shaped the University of 
Montana in decades past. 
1954
1984
1994
Compiled by Brea Gaudioso
$61 MILLION IN DONATIONS
Compiled by Kaci Felstet/Infographic by Jess Neary
In the history of UM, these five donors have given the most
DENNIS & PHYLLIS WASHINGTON FOUNDATION
Has provided funding for the Phyllis J. Washington College of 
Education and Human Sciences, Washington-Grizzly Stadium, and scholarships.
THOMAS AND NEVA COTTER
Scholarships for Montana students
ASLAM FOUNDATION
College of Health Professions and Biomedical 
Sciences Skaggs Building, research and more
TERRY AND PATT PAYNE FAMILY
The Payne Family Native American Center
MARTY ARKWRIGHT ESTATE
For the College of Forestry and Conservation
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She pulled the tab, allow-
ing the golden liquid to pour 
out the spout.
She handed the beer to a 
man in a baseball cap, and 
turned to finish a conversa-
tion with another customer. 
The Miami Heat were play-
ing the Indiana Pacers in the 
background, one night before 
the NCAA Tournament would 
resume into the weekend.
“Xiara! Xiara! Can I get 
four jello shots?” A tall man 
said, slurring his words, lean-
ing over the bar to catch her 
attention. She strides to him, 
her conversation interrupted 
by another thirsty customer. 
Xiara Ask, a junior busi-
ness major at the University 
of Montana, bartends at the 
Press Box, which consistently 
wins both Missoula’s Choice 
Awards and Best of Missou-
la awards for the city’s best 
sports bar. Ask said the down-
town location and proximity 
to the University explains its 
popularity.
“We boast about being Mis-
soula’s sports bar for Univer-
sity athletics. Our pool table 
has maroon felt,” she said. 
During March Madness, 
the bar fills with basketball 
fans invested in their brack-
ets, at least for the start of the 
college tournament.
Ask said the number of 
tournament fans dwindles at 
the bar as March Madness, 
which runs from March 18 to 
April 7 on Thursdays through 
Sundays, continues.
“If people lost out on their 
bracket, they don’t care any-
more. I’d be sour if I filled one 
out and found out I wasn’t 
winning a billion dollars,” 
Ask said.
One such participant sat at 
the corner of the bar, drinking 
a pint to wash down a chick-
en-fried steak the size of the 
plate.
Kenny Slocum, in-between 
jobs in the National Park Ser-
vice, said he only has interest 
in March Madness because 
of his girlfriend, who went to 
UCLA. 
“My Final Four’s actually 
Brackets, beers and letdowns
ZOOKeeping: 
Megan Marolf
Montana Kaimin
OK, it’s not that bad,” Slocum 
said, thinking about it further. 
“Oh wait, is it OK? I don’t 
even know anymore.”
Slocum glanced up at the 
NBA game on the screen fac-
ing him, perhaps wondering 
the outcome of his brackets 
on Thursday when the Sweet 
Sixteen would play. Though 
he couldn’t do much worse; he 
was last in a bracket pool of 25 
of his friends.
He waved Ask over for an-
other beer, a Big Sky IPA this 
time.
Slocum invested enough in 
the Tournament to buy a cou-
ple beers, including tip. Al-
though he regrets filling out 
a bracket, he plans to do the 
same next year and earn the 
money back.
“I’m going to look briefly at 
some records, or read an arti-
cle or two about it — there’s 
like a thousand of them. You 
know, any step I could take 
would probably be an im-
provement on this year,” Slo-
cum said. 
Disappointed, angry or 
elated, each fan changes the 
atmosphere of the bar. Ask 
said they all bring their dis-
tinct personalities, depending 
on the sport.  
“Football fans are the 
drinkers, basketball fans are 
the loudest, soccer fans are 
quiet — they usually sit in the 
corner. And then you get the 
strange ones that watch the 
Tour de France at two in the 
morning,” she said.
But the crowd on Wednes-
day night didn’t live up to 
their reputation. Most sat 
alone with their eyes on the 
screen, drink in hand, taking 
in the game without comment. 
Even midweek, people filed 
up to the bar one after the 
next. Ask leaned toward them 
to hear their order, then spun 
around to retrieve a glass 
from the fridge or pour anoth-
Kelsey Wardwell/Montana Kaimin
Junior business major Xiara Ask chats with a patron during her bartending 
shift at the Press Box on Thursday evening. March Madness is an espe-
cially busy time for the sports bar. 
er from the tap.
Her usual shifts are 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday, but she always works 
during Griz games, she said. 
And despite the craziness of 
game days, her favorite sports 
enthusiasts are football fans.
“They like to party, and I 
like to party,” she said, smil-
ing.
While she enjoys working 
during the fast pace of football 
season and the jump in busi-
ness with the NCAA Tourna-
ment, Ask said she could do 
without some summer sports.
“I like March Madness bet-
ter than I like the next eight 
month-long baseball season. 
It feels like forever,” she said.  
megan.marolf@umontana.edu
@megmarolf
EAVESDROPPERS: 
#aroundtheoval
TWEET ALL THE 
FUNNY THINGS 
YOU HEAR & SEE
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Absolute
POKER
Six UM 
fraternity 
brothers built 
the third 
largest poker 
company in the 
world — and 
overnight it 
was taken
away.
B
rent Beckley woke up at 4 
a.m. on October 1, 2012, and 
kissed his two young boys 
goodbye while they slept. He 
pulled on some jeans, comfort-
able shoes and a sweater. His 
wife bawled as Beckley stepped 
out of their home in Highland, 
Utah, about an hour south of 
Salt Lake City.  
They had been preparing for 
this day for a long time. It felt 
like preparing to die.
“No bags?” the cabbie asked 
when Beckley stepped into his 
taxi.
“No.”
“Wow. You’re interesting al-
ready.”
The cab drove him an hour 
to Salt Lake City International 
Airport, where Beckley board-
ed SkyWest flight 4668 to Den-
ver, scheduled to depart at 6:50 
a.m. He didn’t have a return 
ticket.
One of Beckley’s former 
fraternity brothers from Sig-
ma Alpha Epsilon picked him 
up from the airport and drove 
him the two hours south to 
Florence, Colo. There Beck-
ley stepped out of the car and 
surrendered himself in front 
by Alexander deedy
of a minimum security prison 
that looked like an elementa-
ry school — tan bricks, brown 
rocks and no grass.
A guard told Beckley to 
stand by the fence and ordered 
his friend to leave.
“What are you in for?” the 
guard asked.
“I ran an online gambling 
business.”
“That’s not illegal, is it?”
“I guess so,” Beckley replied. 
He was taken to the process-
ing facility, where he stripped 
out of his clothes and placed 
them in a box to be shipped 
home. Naked, Beckley was 
physically inspected, his cavi-
ties searched for objects.
Then he put on a green pris-
on jumpsuit, canvas belt and 
black boots. He picked up his 
mattress and handbook and 
carried both across the com-
pound to his new home.
 
“You gotta come to college, 
it’s awesome,” Beckley remem-
bered Scott Tom telling him. 
“You’re not doing anything 
with your life. You gotta come 
up here and party with me and 
go to school and meet girls.”
Tom would call almost every 
night. Though they weren’t bio-
logical brothers, Beckley’s dad 
married Tom’s mom when he 
was 5, and they had lived to-
gether since Beckley moved to 
Frenchtown at the age of 15.
After graduating from 
Frenchtown High School in 
1998, Beckley took a year off to 
work in Utah. He didn’t really 
know what a fraternity was, 
but when Tom offered a room at 
the Sigma Alpha Epsilon house 
for $500 the following summer, 
it was too good to pass up.
Peter Barovich was president 
of SAE when Beckley moved 
in. The house was a mixed 
bunch, everything from Griz-
zly football players to college 
dropouts. When Beckley came 
in, Barovich remembers him 
as the epitome of Missoula: 
super-hippy. Barovich wasn’t 
sure if he wanted Beckley in 
the frat, but over the summer 
he grew to love the kid, and 
when school started he wel-
comed him to join.
The fraternity brothers had a 
spot they would go every night 
of the week — Tuesday at the 
Limelight; Wednesday at Bode-
ga; Thursday at Iron Horse, and 
Monday night at Stockman’s — 
where they hosted a $100 free-
roll poker tournament. For the 
college students, it was a small 
fortune.
For Tom, the pastime extend-
ed beyond Stockman’s poor-
ly-lit bar. He started paying at-
tention to several online poker 
sites, some of which had 1,200 
players in their card rooms. For 
each hand played, the site took 
a portion of the money, or a 
rake. Tom wanted to rake.
Beckley dismissed the idea. 
For him, half the fun of poker 
was the social aspect of betting 
against his friends. Playing be-
hind a keyboard sounded ri-
diculous.
But for Tom the idea stuck. 
After graduating with a degree 
in finance from the University 
of Montana in 2002, Tom was 
living in his father’s basement 
in Seattle when he put together 
a business plan. Then he start-
ed calling old friends. Shane 
Blackford was the first to come, 
Continues on next page
“What we 
were doing 
wasn’t wrong. 
There was 
no harm to—
technically 
it’s what 
they call a 
victimless 
crime.”Ante in
BRENT BECKLEY
ABSOLUTE POKER FOUNDER
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then Garin Gustafson and Os-
car Hilt Tatum IV. All fraterni-
ty brothers from SAE.
Tom asked Barovich to join 
the business too.
“That sounds like the 
dumbest idea I’ve ever heard,” 
Barovich responded. “Online 
poker? Nah, you go to Stock’s 
and you have to read the guy.”
Barovich was running his 
own business, Northwest 
Distributors, and he was in 
a brand new marriage, not 
ready to relocate with a bunch 
of single men for an online 
poker business.
Beckley was still in college, 
but in the summer of 2002 he 
went to Seattle to intern at 
Wells Fargo with Tom’s dad, 
Phil. He would work in the of-
fice from 5 a.m. to 1 p.m., then 
come home and work with 
Tom and the others to help 
start up the business.
Beckley became so excited 
about the business prospects 
that he wanted to stay, but his 
older brother wouldn’t have it. 
So Beckley went back to fin-
ish his senior year and would 
help with the business when 
he could.
In May, 2003, Beckley grad-
uated with a 2.80 GPA in 
business administration and 
finance. Tom called Beckley 
and asked him to join the 
business, which they had 
since moved to Costa Rica.
“No man. Now I’ve got a 
degree. I’m a college graduate. 
I’m going to get a real job,” 
Beckley said.
He started looking for full-
time work.
Tom called every day until 
he made one last offer — Di-
rector of Customer Service 
— and they would pay Beck-
ley $1,200 to $1,800 dollars 
a month. Beckley had two 
weeks to get to Costa Rica. 
He sold his couch, TV, coffee 
table, clothes and everything 
else he wasn’t taking with 
him. He dropped his ‘88 Jeep 
Cherokee off at Missoula Fed-
eral Credit Union because he 
couldn’t finish making pay-
ments, and applied for an ex-
pedited passport.
At 8:30 a.m. on June 30, 
2003, Beckley departed Mi-
soula, bound for San Jose, 
Costa Rica. Absolute Poker 
had been up and running for 
three months, and although 
it didn’t have many custom-
ers, it was gaining decent re-
views from enthusiasts. Beck-
ley knew they would have to 
offer the best product to gain 
clients, and he looked forward 
to getting started.
During that time, Costa 
Rica, unlike the United States, 
issued licenses for Internet 
gaming sites, which meant Ab-
solute Poker had to operate un-
der regulation. Part of the rea-
son for moving the company 
there was because other online 
poker sites like Paradise Poker 
and Planet Poker had done the 
same thing, Beckley said.
“Really the way that we 
built the business was looking 
at what everybody else was do-
ing with their software, with 
their customer service, with 
their corporate structures and 
licenses and things,” Beckley 
said, “and doing that.”
At first, Absolute Poker av-
eraged 10 new registrations per 
day.
But the breakthrough came 
when they advertised on the 
Travel Channel’s World Poker 
Tour, which was televised na-
tionally. Overnight their regis-
trations went from about 20 a 
day to 2,000 a day. The growth 
didn’t stop. The site would 
increase its members by 40 
percent each month for three 
years, Beckley said.
“It was so much fun,” Beck-
ley said. “We would all work 16 
- 18 hours a day. And every time 
we would go to lunch together 
or we’d go to dinner together or 
go out at night, we were talking 
about work. It was just like this 
incredible group think where 
that was what we did.”
According to an article pub-
lished in the Guardian in June 
2005, Absolute Poker grew to 
become the world’s fifth largest 
online poker site in revenue, 
behind Party Poker, PokerStars, 
Full Tilt and Ultimate Bet. In 
June 2005, PartyGaming, the 
parent company of Party Pok-
er, went public on the London 
Stock Exchange with a valu-
ation of $8.5 billion. The four 
owners of the company collect-
ed more than $2 billion cash in 
the value of today’s dollar.
When PartyGaming went 
public, much of the news fo-
cused on the fact the market 
was arguably illegal in the 
United States. Internet gam-
bling possibly violated the In-
terstate Wire Act of 1961, which 
made transferring money or 
information through a wire 
service about bets or wagers, 
specifically involving sports, 
illegal. But is poker a game of 
chance?
Absolute Poker’s lawyers 
weren’t sure if the Wire Act 
applied to online poker, and 
it certainly didn’t seem to be 
hurting the market with the 
success of Party Poker, so Ab-
solute Poker had their sights set 
on going public.
In order to make their busi-
ness look more legitimate to 
potential investors, Absolute 
Poker moved its servers to Van-
couver, Canada. Peter Barovich 
had kept a presence in the busi-
ness, serving as a consultant 
and beta-tester for his friends. 
When Tom called him in 2005, 
he talked the marketing grad-
uate into joining the then-suc-
cessful company and moving 
to Vancouver.
Absolute Poker was audit-
ed by BDO, the fifth largest 
accountancy network in the 
world.
They had only two years of 
audited financial statements, 
though, and needed three be-
fore going public.
The company just had to 
keep doing what they were do-
ing for another year, and then 
they would be billionaires. 
Already, Absolute Poker was 
worth $100 million, with 
From previous page
Continues on next page
“Now that I’ve 
pled guilty, 
been sentenced 
and been to 
prison for it, 
fuck yeah I ran 
Absolute Poker.”
Continues on next page
booming business
Illustration by James Alan Rolph
BRENT BECKLEY
ABSOLUTE POKER FOUNDER
From previous page
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revenues more than $40 million 
each year. The founders were liv-
ing large; their sponsorships got 
them paid vacations all around 
the world to appear at parties 
and gambling events. Tom and 
Gustafson were invited to the 
Playboy Mansion when they 
sponsored the 2006 Gumball 
3000 Rally, a race around the 
world. Beckley and Tatum were 
invited to Monte Carlo for a huge 
poker tournament.
“Overnight everything 
changed,” Beckley said.
Beckley remembers watch-
ing the Unlawful Internet Gam-
bling Enforcement Act pass on 
C-SPAN in the middle of the 
night, on the very last day of the 
legislative session. It passed in 
September 2006, tacked on to the 
Safe Port Act.
The act didn’t make it illegal 
to play poker, just for a compa-
ny to take payment for Internet 
gambling from U.S. citizens. 
Former Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., had 
been working to pass versions of 
the law for 10 years.
“Why has Congress been so 
supportive of Internet gambling 
legislation for so long?” Kyl asked 
on the floor of the U.S. Senate on 
Nov. 16, 2006. “Because offshore 
operators have been flouting 
American laws for personal gain. 
They have been giving Ameri-
cans the false impression that 
these activities are legal. They 
have been profiteering from this.”
Sen. Kyl declined to comment 
for this story.
After the legislation, Party 
Poker pulled out of the U.S. mar-
ket. It paid the government a 
$1.05 million fine and in one cut 
lost 80 percent of its clients. Its 
stock dropped from $12 billion 
to $2 billion.
Absolute Poker had not yet 
gone public, so they spoke with 
their lawyers about the legality 
of continuing to cater to U.S. cli-
ents. The lawyers were unclear 
about the law, and thought it 
wouldn’t last, Beckley said. The 
legislation required the U.S. 
Treasury Department to de-
fine how banks were going to 
work within the new law, which 
wouldn’t happen for another 
three years, in 2009.
Tatum approached Beckley, 
and they talked about whether 
or not he wanted to stay in the 
business. If Beckley stayed, he 
wouldn’t be allowed back into 
the U.S., even for a layover flight. 
He knew if he moved back to the 
U.S., prosecutors would find him 
first to ask him about the busi-
ness and what his friends and 
colleagues were doing.
“This was a business that 
we’d built. This was our baby. 
We’d invested five years, or I 
guess it was three years at that 
point, but it was a long three 
years, into growing this busi-
ness and making it competitive,” 
Beckley said. “It just didn’t seem 
right that the government could 
pass this piece of vague legisla-
tion in the middle of the night 
and take it away from us.”
Absolute Poker had changed 
from a couple of frat brothers in 
a basement in Seattle to a com-
pany with 700 employees in five 
countries. After buying Ultimate 
Bet, it had become the third larg-
est online poker site in the world. 
Beckley decided to stay. Black-
ford, didn’t. He left the company 
and moved back to the U.S.
In 2009, when the Treasury 
Department did release guide-
lines for banks to operate within 
the law, Beckley’s job became 
more difficult. As he moved up 
in the company, he dealt with 
the companies who took money 
from players’ credit cards and 
then distributed money to other 
players when they won a hand. 
But once banks were told their 
clients couldn’t use money for 
online gaming, they wouldn’t re-
lease money from a card holder’s 
account for poker. All the legiti-
mate payment processing com-
panies Beckley worked with sud-
denly wouldn’t work with them.
But people still wanted to 
play. To keep the business go-
ing, Beckley started working 
with companies that processed 
payments differently. Overseas 
banks would label poker trans-
actions as sales for T-shirts, golf 
balls, or other items, so the U.S. 
banks would release the funds.
“It wasn’t about being shady, 
it was about letting the custom-
ers do what they wanted to and 
about keeping our business run-
ning,” Beckley said.
Often the companies would 
work with Absolute Poker for a 
while and then suddenly disap-
pear, sometimes taking millions 
of dollars with them.
“It became clearer that the in-
dustry was becoming much less 
legitimate than it had been in 
2006,” Beckley said.
Beckley struggled with the 
losses they suffered during the 
exchanges. Any state in America 
that found a payment processing 
company that dealt with Inter-
net gambling businesses would 
seize the company. Processing 
accounts overseas disappeared 
because they were corrupt, or 
Visa and Mastercard would 
come in and levy million dollar 
penalties because they were vio-
lating their rules.
The money wasn’t Absolute 
Poker’s, it was the customer’s. 
When companies stole money 
or disappeared, Absolute Poker 
would have to go into litigation 
to try to get their customer’s 
money back. Payment process-
ing costs rose to about 35 per-
cent, an unsustainable figure.
“We’re looking at this busi-
ness going, ‘What the— how is 
this going to end? I mean this is 
fucking crazy,” Beckley said.
On April 15, 2011, anyone 
who logged onto Absolute Pok-
er’s website would no longer see 
the deep royal blue that sat in 
the middle of the poker table in 
one of their online card rooms. 
Instead, they would see the seal 
of the U.S. Department of Justice.
And a message: “This site has 
been seized…”
That same day, the U.S. At-
torney’s Office for the Southern 
District of New York released 
an indictment. Tom and Beckley 
were on the list. Strangely, Beck-
ley was relieved. He knew what 
the end looked like.
 
The day came to be known 
as Black Friday. All three of the 
largest poker sites in the world 
were shut down by the DOJ, 
along with five payment pro-
cessing companies. Two mem-
bers were indicted from each 
company — a founder and a 
payment processor.
Beckley found himself in a 
room of the Intercontinental in 
San Jose with 20 lawyers. He ex-
plained to them what payment 
processing really was. He had 
to shut down the business, lay-
off 350 employees and pay them 
their severances. On December 
17, 2011, Beckley sent his wife 
and two boys to live with family 
in Utah.
Beckley was charged with 
five felonies — three related to 
the UIGEA violation, the other 
two were for money laundering 
and bank fraud.
In return for pleading guilty, 
the prosecutors dropped two of 
Beckley’s UIGEA charges and 
his money laundering charge. 
Beckley returned to Utah. In 
July, 2012, he was sentenced to 14 
months of prison and two years 
of supervised release. He would 
begin serving his sentence in 
October so he could finish culi-
nary school.
When the indictment came 
in April, Tom was vacationing 
in Antigua with his girlfriend. 
He decided to stay where he was 
and remains there today, Beck-
ley said. The federal government 
considers him “at large.”
Pete Barovich felt as if he had 
dodged a bullet. He was run-
ning an Absolute Poker office in 
Panama when the indictments 
came, and he stayed there for a 
few weeks to help shut down the 
business. He had to lay off hun-
dreds of Panamanian employees 
and return to the U.S.
“When I walked through im-
migration in Denver, that feeling 
of relief was like one I’d never 
had,” he said.
Relief was bittersweet. He’d 
just left the best job in the world. 
Now he was back in the “real 
world,” and he knew he would 
never see that lifestyle again. For 
about eight months he searched 
for a company to buy, during 
which time he wrote a 15-page 
summary of the story of Ab-
solute Poker, and sent it to au-
thor Ben Mezrich. Mezrich flew 
down to Phoenix and talked 
with Barovich for a couple hours. 
Then he decided he had to write 
the book.
Mezrich’s “Straight Flush” 
was published in May 2013.
Barovich eventually found 
Red Mountain Lighting, a small 
lighting company based out of 
Phoenix. He bought the compa-
ny and has since doubled its size, 
even opening an office in Flori-
da. But his best friend, Beckley, 
faced a different fate.
A group photo from 2006 shows Beckley and a group of friends in Whistler, British Columbia, Canada. 
From left to right: Pat McKenna, Shane Blackford, Tom Wenz, Russ Torrison, Brent Beckley, Hilt Tatum, Scott Tom.
Photo courtesy of Brent Beckley
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“Dad, what are you doing 
here?” Beckley’s 7-year-old son 
asked him when he came down 
for a visit a month after he had 
left for prison. “Why are you 
here?”
Beckley was in the mini-
mum-security prison full of 
drug offenders and a few white-
collar criminals. They all had to 
work 40 hours a week and got 
paid 12 cents an hour.
Beckley took his son to the 
window and pointed toward 
the medium-security prison.
“You see that place over 
there. It’s full of prisoners. I help 
get them food, and I help clean 
up over there. I have a contract 
that I signed with these guys. 
And that’s why I’m here, I’m 
here working for the length of 
my contract.”
His son looked at him, “Dad, 
this is the worst job ever.”
In prison, Beckley said his 
biggest concern was his wife 
and two boys. Beckley’s wife is 
from Colombia and had never 
been to the U.S. before he was 
indicted. 
They were able to visit once 
a month.
Before visits, Beckley would 
tear the scented strips from co-
logne ads out of magazines and 
rub them all over, to smell less 
like prison.
“I see these cologne strips in 
my magazine now and I can’t 
help but think about it,” Beckley 
said.
The prison guards monitored 
his family visits. They made 
sure he only hugged his wife 
twice. Once when they arrived 
and once when they left. They 
made sure they only kissed 
once and didn’t sit too close.
Barovich visited. He drove 
the two hours from Denver, 
through the middle of nowhere, 
thinking, “Wow, I can’t believe 
we’re driving to go see a friend 
in prison.” Especially since he 
could have ended up sitting 
right next to him. It didn’t seem 
right.
“What we were doing, again, 
it’s not even for argument, what 
we were doing wasn’t wrong,” 
Barovich said. “There was no 
harm to— technically it’s what 
they call a victimless crime. No 
one person or no one company 
was damaged.”
Yet Beckley was still behind 
barbed wire. Barovich remem-
bered him being surprisingly 
calm and easygoing.
Beckley made his time in 
prison as productive as possible. 
He would walk the track, about 
six miles a day. He read — 75 
books in total. He would attend 
classes where other inmates 
taught about different subjects. 
Throughout it all he tried not to 
be resentful.
“There are some times when 
it’s hard not to be,” Beckley said. 
“There were a lot of people, not 
just in our company, but in the 
industry that made a fortune. 
And walked away, and are still 
living the dream, so to speak. I 
felt like I didn’t only take it on 
the chin for our company, and 
my friends, but I took it on the 
chin for the whole industry, and 
our customers.”
His goal was never to prove a 
point or fight for justice. When 
Beckley asked his lawyers if he 
pleaded not guilty and took the 
case to trial, they said he had 
a good shot at winning, since 
some of the language in the law 
was vague. His lawyers told 
him a trial could take anywhere 
between two and three years, 
and could cost $6 million to $8 
million.
“For me, it wasn’t really, and 
it still isn’t, do I view myself as 
guilty or innocent. I was clearly 
involved in a business that was 
against the law at a certain point 
in its lifecycle. Did I ever have 
the intention of committing 
a crime, or did I ever look at it 
like that was something that I 
was going to do to make more 
money? No.”
After nine months in prison, 
Beckley was released to a half-
way house closer to home. He 
spent six weeks in the house, 
then another six weeks splitting 
his time between home and the 
halfway house, until he was re-
leased in October 2013.
Now he’s trying to move on.
He’s interviewed for jobs at 
several different online compa-
nies. He aims to do it right - so 
he doesn’t sound defensive, and 
so people don’t hear the word 
felon, and stop listening.
“He’s one of the most brilliant 
people I know in the space that 
he worked in,” Barovich said. 
“And there’s many, many For-
tune 500 companies that would 
pick him up in a heartbeat, but 
they can’t. Unfortunately he’s 
going to feel those pains for the 
rest of his life.”
In December 2012, the DOJ 
Office of Legal Counsel official-
ly clarified its position on the 
1961 Wire Act, concluding that 
gambling fell outside “sports 
betting.” In summer 2013, Ne-
vada legalized online poker for 
its residents. Delaware followed 
suit and then New Jersey.
“It kills me to see the states 
now legalizing online poker,” 
Beckley said.
Although it’s once again le-
gal, Beckley wants nothing to 
do with the online poker indus-
try.
He still keeps in touch with 
his friends from Absolute Pok-
er. He talks to Tom every couple 
weeks, and he can see how hard 
it is on his brother to be basical-
ly imprisoned on Antigua.
“He’s doing OK, consider-
Worst job ever
Brent Beckley helped his brother run Absolute Poker, an online poker site, but before the company could turn 
over a significant profit it was seized by the U.S. Department of Justice. 
Photo by August Miller
“For me, it wasn’t really, 
and it still isn’t, do I view 
myself as guilty or innocent. 
I was clearly involved in a 
business that was against the 
law at a certain point in its 
lifecycle. Did I ever have the 
intention of committing a crime, 
or did I ever look at it like that 
was something that I was 
going to do to make 
more money? No.”
BRENT BECKLEY
ABSOLUTE POKER FOUNDER
ing,” Beckley said.
Beckley hasn’t returned to 
Missoula since he graduated. 
He hopes to change that this 
Homecoming. He wants to 
show his wife and two boys the 
place he talks about so often, 
and to see his old fraternity.
He’s started his own con-
sulting business and wants to 
help businesses with their e-
commerce operations and fraud 
management.
He’s embracing the past that 
he knows people will uncover 
with a simple Google search, 
and looking to capitalize on the 
experience and sweat equity 
it took to build a $100-million 
business, before it came crash-
ing down around him.
“Now that I’ve pled guilty, 
been sentenced and been to 
prison for it, fuck yeah I ran Ab-
solute Poker.”
alexander.deedy@umontana.edu
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Wrapped around the bottom 
of the street light on the corner 
of Higgins and Pine is a painted 
universe.
It inches its way up the pole 
with strips of stones, soil and 
scattered dinosaur bones. It then 
transforms the traffic box with 
hills, mountains, then a burst of 
sunset colors and, at the top of the 
box, is the universe again. Abby 
Sweet, a senior in art education at 
the University of Montana, spent 
about 30 hours painting the traf-
fic signal box in the summer of 
2013.
“It was really exciting be-
cause it had been something I 
had wanted to do for about three 
years,” Sweet said. “I’ve been in 
Montana my entire life and in 
Missoula for a long time and it 
was a goal that I achieved to have 
a permanent public piece of art-
work that thousands of people 
get to see.”
About 72 signal boxes reside in 
Missoula and through this proj-
ect, 39 are covered by an artist’s 
design.
Since 2009, the City of Missou-
la Public Art Committee has in-
vited artists in the community to 
create art on traffic signal boxes 
to enhance the city’s visual envi-
ronment and prevent graffiti.
For this summer, the Traffic 
Signal Box Program has the fund-
ing for seven more traffic signal 
boxes along Reserve Street and 
Higgins and Arthur avenues.
The submission deadline to 
create art on traffic signal boxes 
is May 30, 2014. An informational 
meeting will be held April 3 at 6 
p.m. in the Current Aquatic Cen-
ter in the Headwaters conference 
room.
Kathi Olson, who is a part of 
the Missoula Public Art Commit-
tee, said the idea for the project 
was initiated by local artists, and 
the art committee agreed to it for 
a number of reasons.
Olson said the project pres-
ents an opportunity for visual 
expression throughout the com-
munity and for artists of all levels 
and in a wide variety of media to 
participate.
“We want to do a few a year 
so that the artists who are in the 
community at the time can take 
advantage of this, but when we 
have artists moving back to the 
community, they also have an 
opportunity to participate in the 
program,” Olson said.
She also said the works of art 
on the signal boxes act as a deter-
rent for tagging and graffiti.
Rob Scheben, Missoula Police 
Department’s crime prevention 
officer, said that before the traf-
fic signal boxes had art on them, 
people viewed them as a chunk 
of metal that no one owned and 
tended to attract people who 
wanted to vandalize it.
“Now with art work on it, it ex-
presses an ownership, that some-
one has been taking care of it and 
took the time to put artwork on 
it,” Scheben said. “It shows that 
people are taking care of it and 
thus presents a greater chance of 
it not getting vandalized.”
A graffiti artist in Missoula 
who wishes to only be identified 
by his nickname, Robert, said 
that he thinks covering the boxes 
with art will and has been effec-
tive at preventing graffiti.
“You have to be a pretty scum-
my writer to see somebody’s 
work and write over it. I mean it 
gets a little bit different when you 
Street art colors its way through Missoula
ACTIVISM
Courtney Anderson
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are looking at another graffitiers’ 
art versus. something that’s sanc-
tioned. Defacing a mural is not 
like defacing a wall,” Robert said.
He said in other cities if a 
graffiti artist is talented they can 
eventually transition into an art 
scene. But in a small place like 
Missoula, he said that if he went 
public with his work he would be 
considered a felon.
Robert said that if there was 
a place for graffiti to exist legally 
people could see the craft devel-
op. He thinks the legal graffiti 
wall, or the California wall, is a 
good step, but Missoula could 
use more, specifically downtown 
like in alleyways.
An important artistic aspect of 
graffiti includes the spontaneity, 
Robert said.
“If there were more spots, es-
pecially if it wasn’t something 
that you had to register for and 
you could just do it without 
getting harassed,” Robert said. 
“There might still need to be edi-
torial interference, but if it’s good 
work that people like, why not?”
Like Missoula, some residenc-
es in Portland, Ore., are trying 
to increase visual expression 
on the streets. Unlike Missoula, 
Portland does not have a traffic 
signal box program. But the Port-
land Street Art Alliance intends 
to push for more street art in the 
form of “free walls.”
Tomás Valladares, the codirec-
tor of the Portland Street Art Al-
liance, said they have been work-
ing with the city to try to get legal 
graffiti walls, or “free walls” and, 
in general, more walls for artists 
to use in the area.
The Portland Street Art Al-
liance is compiling informa-
tion about successful free walls 
around the country.
“It seems like, from the lit-
tle research out there, that there 
might be an increase in graffiti in 
a general vicinity but an overall 
decrease around the city because 
you are giving these artists an 
avenue to express themselves, 
experiment and practice their 
craft,” Valladares said. 
He said Portland does not 
have legal graffiti walls, but rath-
er an environment that’s more 
strict toward graffiti.
The city has two graffiti abate-
ment officers while Seattle, Wash., 
only has one, Valladares said. He 
feels that having two abatement 
officers often seems unnecessary 
as  they are fairly aggressive. 
He said that projects for art 
on traffic signal boxes have been 
successful around the country 
especially in Eugene, Ore.
“It’s a way to prevent tagging 
for the city and also a great way 
to have art in the city, but we defi-
nitely need more spaces for artists 
to experiment in a safe environ-
ment where they know they are 
not going to get harassed by law 
enforcement or called a criminal 
for just wanting to practice their 
art,” Valladares said.
courtney.anderson@umontana.edu
@ca120701
Meghan Nolt/Montana Kaimin
Local artist Abby Sweet stands next to the traffic signal box she painted 
at the corner of Higgins Avenue and Pine Street on Thursday afternoon. 
Sweet painted the box over the course of three days in July 2013 after be-
ing commissioned by Missoula’s public art committee. The box is Sweet’s 
representation of the Missoula area’s landscape.
Montana Kaimin
Friday, March 28, 2014ARTS+CULTURE10
Disclaimer: this article is meant to be read as humor. Do not try 
most of the things the author has recommended as it may result 
in death or serious injury. The Montana Kaimin absolves itself 
of all responsibility should this warning not be taken seriously.
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Cynical 
spring break 
destinations
A lot of people are talking 
about their plans for spring 
break. Not me. I hate spring 
break, because I’m bitter and 
jaded. Plus, this means we all 
get one more week of class in 
May. So thanks for that. But 
just because I’m a grumpy old 
bastard doesn’t mean I can’t tell 
you all how to have fun. Quite 
the opposite in fact; my de-
meanor has given me a unique 
perspective filled with terrible 
ideas. So with that in mind, I 
came up with five really vague 
destinations that are sure to 
make your spring break some-
thing you might remember for 
a while, maybe. 
@Ursadabear
bjorn.bergeson@umontana.edu
BARBADOS
Because you know you’ve always wanted to go there. 
If nothing else, it sounds so exotic. And I hear there 
are beaches perfect for sunbathing. We all need that 
vitamin D. Besides, with all the uprisings and protests 
in the world it can be hard to pick a safe destination 
as an American, but when was the last time you heard 
about Barbados in the news? I’m sure it’s safe. Forego 
the sunscreen. I hear the sun doesn’t give off damaging 
UV rays during the spring anyway. They get spring in 
Barbados right? No need to worry about skin cancer or 
any of that, just kick back and enjoy those golden rays. 
SWIMMING IN THE CLARK FORK, MISSOULA
It’s never too early to break out that swimsuit. I 
mean, sure, there’s still snow on the mountains, but 
if it’s 50 degrees or warmer outside then there is no 
way mountain ice water could give you hypothermia. 
Now is the perfect time to go swimming in those 
wild and untamed rivers. Just watch out for that 
spring runoff. It’s perfectly safe. Trust me, I’m a guy 
who writes top five lists in a heated newsroom.
ROAD TRIP IT OUT TO CALIFORNIA
Load up the car and get the hell out of dodge. Take 
I-90 out to the west coast and then drive down 
Highway 101 to Arcadia, Calif. For no good reason, 
get really drunk and drive Highway 299 in Northern 
California, a great twisty stretch of a two-lane death-
trap highway in between Arcadia and Red Bluff. You 
can’t see farther than 20 feet ahead of you at any 
given time, and the speed limit is set to kill. So load 
up with some friends and a few open containers, 
fill that tank and go. Remember, seat belts are 
for smart people and smart people are nerds.
CLUBBING AT MIAMI BEACH
The best part about having free time is spending 
it all in a haze of drug-addled insanity. So pop 
a top off a Bud and get started already. If you 
remember all of your terrible mistakes then 
you’re doing it wrong. If you think you’ve hit 
your limit, just puke and rally. Keep that party 
going. You only live once, and spring break is 
no time to set limits. Do not go gently into that 
good night, friends. Rage, rage on till dawn.
ST. PATRICK EMERGENCY ROOM, MISSOULA
You did it! I don’t know how you did it, but you 
did. Maybe it was all that drinking. Maybe you or 
a buddy were driving too fast and wrapped the 
car around a tree. Maybe you went swimming, got 
caught under some debris and almost drowned. 
Or you hung out in the still frigid cold of early spring 
without enough layers and got a sunburn and 
pneumonia. Whatever the case, you’re here now. 
Assuming you make it through whatever ordeal 
you’ve put yourself through, be thankful you’re still 
covered under the University’s health insurance and 
not that Affordable Care Act. Woohoo for youth!
Bjorn Bergeson
Montana Kaimin
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Freshman biology major 
Beau Hogan stood in front of 
the six directors.
“Whenever you’re ready,” a 
director said.
He began reciting a short 
monologue from the play 
“And.”  When he finished, ju-
nior Reggie Herbert asked him 
to repeat it. But this time, he 
said, do it drunk. 
Hogan slurred and stum-
bled through his carefully re-
hearsed lines.
Three days later, despite 
minimal theatre experience, 
Hogan was informed he got the 
part of a depressed man named 
Sam.
This year, the student group 
University Players focused on 
encouraging participation from 
students with limited or no 
experience in their respective 
roles. Herbert has never direct-
ed a play before. Hogan has 
never acted in one. 
Hogan is one of three actors 
in the 10-minute play “Forget 
Me Not,” a part of the 2014 
10-Minute Play Festival, which 
showcases six plays spanning 
from eight to 12 minutes each. 
Every aspect of the event is 
student-run — from the direc-
tors, to the playwrights, to the 
actors, to the event’s artistic di-
rector. The festival is sponsored 
by the University Players. 
“I feel like we can do so 
much more as a student body 
to really create our own theatre 
and our own art,” junior Mason 
Wagner, a director of one of the 
plays, said. 
In addition to directing, 
both Herbert and Wagner will 
perform in “Connect Four” and 
“Bob and Dolly,” respectively. 
The former offers an intense 
look at the lives of people in 
mental institutions.  
“It opens up the door that 
maybe we all have something 
different firing (in the mind),” 
Wagner, the director of “Con-
nect Four,” said. 
The six plays represent 
many genres, including dra-
ma, comedy and action. “Space 
Adventure” is one of the more 
light-hearted performances. 
However, due to the short na-
ture of the plays, they can only 
provide audiences a taste of a 
feeling, Herbert said. They’re 
usually just a scene or two. 
“It can ask a question, and 
maybe hypothesize an an-
swer,” Herbert said, “but really 
it’s just a small piece of art for 
the audience to do what they 
will with.” 
According to Wagner, this 
can be beneficial to audienc-
es, as short plays can be easier 
to sit through than full-length 
productions. If they don’t like 
the plot, he said, they don’t 
have to wait long until the play 
is over. 
Additionally, he said, the 
plays are more relevant to cur-
rent culture than some of the 
longer shows. 
“I think it will especially 
pertain to the students here, 
because everything that’s in 
the 10-Minute Play Festival was 
written by a student,” Wagner 
said. “It’s not like grasping at 
some really archaic concept 
written about 200 years ago. It’s 
the here and the now.” 
This year’s festival will be 
held in the Masquer Theatre, 
April 10 and 11 at 7:30 p.m. Ad-
mission is free. 
@taylor.wyllie@umontana.edu
@wylliet
Green thespians perform short shows 
THEATER
Taylor Wyllie
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NEW YORK  — Diane Pau-
lus plans to make the Peter Pan 
musical “Finding Neverland” 
fly in Massachusetts.
The American Repertory 
Theater said Thursday that the 
show will kick off its 2014-2015 
season under Paulus direction. 
It’s based on the 2004 whimsi-
cal film that explored the cre-
ation of J.M. Barrie’s master-
piece “Peter Pan.”
Paulus, who heads the 
American Repertory Theater 
at Harvard University and 
has won Tony Awards for her 
revivals of “Hair,” ‘’The Ger-
shwins’ Porgy and Bess” and 
the circus-themed “Pippin,” 
rehearsed the revamped “Find-
ing Neverland” in New York 
City earlier this month.
The musical premiered in 
2012 in Leicester, England, 
with a score by Tony-nominat-
ed “Grey Gardens” compos-
er Scott Frankel and lyricist 
Michael Korie, and a book by 
Allan Knee, based on his play 
“The Man Who Was Peter 
Pan.” Rob Ashford, who direct-
ed the latest Broadway revivals 
of “Evita,” and “Cat On a Hot 
Tin Roof,” staged the premiere, 
which received mixed reviews.
The new version, which 
begins performances in Cam-
bridge, Mass., in June, has a 
book by British playwright 
James Graham, whose “This 
House” premiered at the Na-
tional Theatre in 2012; and mu-
sic and lyrics by Gary Barlow 
of the pop band Take That, and 
songwriter and producer Eliot 
Kennedy.
‘Neverland’ finds new 
audience in New England
In an interview this month, 
Paulus said she watched the 
movie with her two daughters 
— ages 7 and 9 — and was in-
spired to jump aboard. She also 
brought in Mia Michaels, the 
“So You Think You Can Dance” 
judge and “Rock of Ages” film 
choreographer.
“What I try to do within the 
form is pull people I think are 
going to push the form. So, in 
this case, it’s a lot about our 
choice of choreographer,” said 
Paulus. “I saw her work on that 
show and I thought, ‘That’s in-
credible.’”
In the film, Kate Winslet 
plays Sylvia Llewelyn Davies, 
whose four young sons in-
spired the Scottish author — 
played by Johnny Depp — to 
write the children’s classic “Pe-
ter Pan.” The film, which also 
stars Julie Christie and Dustin 
Hoffman, tells how Barrie, who 
had no children of his own, be-
friended the Davies boys.
“It’s about how you have 
tragedy in your life, how do 
you get over it? When you lose 
a parent or you lose someone 
you love? How does the mind 
and creativity save you?” said 
Paulus.
The rest of the American 
Repertory Theater’s season in-
cludes the new play “O.P.C” (or 
Obsessive Political Correctness) 
by “The Vagina Monologues” 
writer Eve Ensler, the world 
premiere of Matthew Aucoin’s 
“A New American Opera” di-
rected by Paulus, and what’s 
being called an “apocalyptic 
vaudeville” starring Mandy 
Patinkin and Taylor Mac under 
the direction of Susan Stroman.
THEATER
Associated Press
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          LOST AND FOUND 
Found: Free ink cartridges. 1 
ea. HP 23 tri color, 2 ea. HP 26 
Black, 2 ea. HP 45 Black. Please 
call Sue ext. 4207 to claim.
          ENTERTAINMENT 
Weekend cabins 30 minutes from 
Missoula $45-65/night at Rock 
Creek Cabins 251-6611. 
            HELP WANTED 
Headed into government or 
politics? Congress is a mess! 
Want to help clean it up? Visit 
www.samrankin.com and 
volunteer to help. Or call Sam @ 
406-855-3013 for more details. 
Compensation available.
A Travel & Investment 
Co. is looking for outgoing 
models to portray collegian 
& entrepreneurial interns. 
For Info. Call 945-2027.
Park & Recreation Seasonal 
Positions: Aquatics, Recreation. 
Descriptions, deadlines at 
www.ci.missoula.mt.us/jobs 
or Current Aquatics Center, 
600 Cregg, McCormick Park. 
Lifeguarding classes start 4/7 & 
4/8 www.missoulaparks.org.
Summer Jobs Silver Gate/
YNP/Beartooths. All positions. 
Experience preferred, Not 
Required. Log Cabin Café, B&B. 
www.thelogcabincafe.com/
opportunity.
Missoula County Public Schools 
is recruiting for the following: 
Head Boys Soccer coach at 
Big Sky HS. Submit an online 
application on the District 
website. Click on employment & 
follow the links. In addition, 3 
signed letters of recommendation 
& transcripts must be submitted 
to the HR Office in paper form. 
www.mspsmt.org 406-728-2400 
ext 1042 EEO Employer 
            INTERNSHIP
Summer & Fall Writing 
Internships. Are you interested 
in elk, wildlife conservation, 
hunting and outdoor adventure? 
Want to write for a magazine 
with 200,000+ circulation, a TV 
show seen in 31 million homes 
and a website receiving 170,000 
hits per month? Bugle magazine 
at RMEF is your ticket. We offer 
unpaid internships that give 
you the chance to boost both 
your skills and résumé while 
writing for print, broadcast and 
the internet. Email cover letter, 
résumé, and three writing samples 
to jobs@rmef.org. 
               SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted 
best of Missoula 2013. Student 
discounts! 136 E Broadway 
Computer Central 542-6540.
M&M Driving School private 
driving lessons 317-3272.
Cheap Charley's Mini Storage, 
Griz Discount: Option 1) Full 
month free with 3 months up 
front. Option 2) 5% Griz Discount 
off regular price with Free sign 
up fee! Student discount for 
truck rental. (406) 721-7277.
                 STORAGE
Call Today! 406-541-4645 ALL 
STAR SELF STORAGE 
SECURE Facility & NO Deposit! 
           MISCELLANEOUS
CSKT members and descendants 
are invited to participate in a 
University of Montana research 
study. Participants will be part of 
a focus group discussing how 
genetics can improve the use 
of medications in American 
Indian communities. Food and 
compensation will be provided. 
Contact Chelsea Morales at 
406-647-0577 or 
chelsea.morales@umontana.edu. 
       SONG OF THE DAY
Shooting Stars - Bag Raiders
Men’s track and field athletes set out to prove their high ranking
Lee Hardt made some major 
changes before last year’s out-
door season opener.
Hardt, a high jumper, found 
a new work ethic during the 
four-week gap between sea-
sons. The junior pushed him-
self to run more lines up the 
stairs in Washington-Grizzly 
Stadium. He thought it was go-
ing to translate to an explosive 
outdoor season.
He remembers the weath-
er was perfect for the sea-
son-opening meet. A warm, 
cloudless sky hung over the 
2013 Al Manuel Invitational at 
Dornblaser Field.
“I love jumping here at 
home,” Hardt said. “You don’t 
have to travel, you can just 
wake up rested, ready to go.”
But it wasn’t just a little ex-
tra training that pushed Hardt 
that day. Eventually, it came 
down to Hardt competing for 
first place against teammate 
and nationally ranked multi-
event athlete, Austin Emry.
Emry, whom Hardt said he 
had looked up to since joining 
the team, scratched in the final 
rounds. Hardt’s 7-foot-1/2-inch 
jump earned him first place 
and set a personal record. 
Hardt later qualified for 
NCAA Regionals but fell short 
of NCAA Nationals. This sea-
son, Hardt is one of many 
TRACK AND FIELD
Seaborn Larson
Montana Kaimin
young Griz athletes ready to 
help the men’s team challenge 
for an outdoor conference title.
After scoring in two events 
to help the men’s team take 
third place at the Big Sky Con-
ference Indoor Championships, 
Hardt is back to running stairs 
and ready to compete Friday at 
the Al Manuel Invitational. 
Eastern Washington Uni-
versity and Montana State 
will compete at this weekend’s 
meet. 
On Tuesday, the BSC coach-
es voted Montana as the No. 3 
team in the preseason polls. 
Head coach Brian Schweyen 
said he’s looking forward to a 
few other young athletes like 
Hardt, who could become lead-
ers for Montana’s team.
“This is the best team I’ve 
seen in the program,” said 
Schweyen, who became Mon-
tana’s head coach in 2008.
Schweyen attributed the 
third place ranking to the 
team’s willingness to put in ex-
tra work outside of practice.
“It’s nice to be recognized in 
that way,” Schweyen said of the 
poll ranking. “These younger 
kids see that comes from hard 
work and start to believe in 
themselves.”
Emry also said he’s excited 
about the poll ranking. He be-
lieves Montana’s indoor perfor-
mance speaks for itself when 
looking at the upcoming sea-
son.
“I think we made a big state-
ment at indoor (conference),” 
Emry said. “The attitude and 
mental focus on the men’s and 
women’s side has been the best 
I’ve seen in my five years here.”
Emry said the biggest differ-
ence this season is the diversity 
of events Montana scores in.
“A team that doesn’t have to 
rely on a only a handful of ath-
letes to score points essentially 
points to a better team chemis-
try,” Emry said.
Northern Arizona Univer-
sity finished first in the BSC 
coaches’ poll by more than 40 
points, while second-place Sac-
ramento State outscored the 
Griz by just 2.5 points at the 
indoor conference champion-
ships.
Meanwhile, Hardt said he’ll 
focus on strength each week to 
make this season his best yet. 
He competes in both high jump 
and triple jump during the out-
door season.
He finished the 2014 indoor 
season second in the conference 
for the high jump and sixth in 
the triple jump, accounting for 
11 of Montana’s 87 points.
“I want to make it to nation-
als and shoot for another PR,” 
Hardt said. 
Montana will travel to Boz-
eman for the Montana State 
Open on April 5.
seaborn.larson@umontana.edu
@seabornlarson
Tommy Martino/Montana Kaimin
Redshirt junior sprinter Drew Owens warms up during track practice at 
Dornblaser Field on Wednesday. Montana will host Eastern Washington 
and Montana State for the Al Manuel Invitational on Friday. 
www.MONTANAKAIMIN.com
